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An Account of the Petrifactions near the Village of
" Treevikera, in the Carnatic.

By
CAPTAIN JOHN WARREN,

Of H. M. 33d Regiment of Foot.

[

U —

THE petrifactions which are to be seen near the
village of ZT'recvikera, have long since been known in
India; but as I do not find that any regular account
of them as yet been given to the public, I aminduced
to believe that the following description of their ap-
pearance, and of the place where they lie, may prove

acceptable to the Asiatic Society. I must preface,
however, what I have to say, bystating, that the details
here offered to their notice were mostly communicated,
to me, in the language in which I repeat them after
him, by a gentleman high in the Company’s Civil
Service, who had visited Treevikera several months
before me; and that I have done little more than to
collate, by immedjate inspection, what be has very

B




2 ACCOUNT OF PETRIFACTIONS

correctly described. Some few additional remarks
have occurred, which I have annexed to his paper;
but these, though they have extended, have seldom
corrected his narrative.

The village of Trecvikera is situatcd on the north
bank of the Arriacoopum, or Villenore river, about
fifteen miles in a direction west by north of the city of
Pondicherry, and four miles beyond the old Fort of
Woldoor, formerly belonging to the French, but now
in a state of ruin.

Treevikera is at present composed of a few scatter-
ed huts; although, from the appearance of the pago-
da at that place, the interior of which is all built of
stones, from the size of the tower over its gateway,
eight stories high, . ( the lower one of which is entirely
of blue granite,) from the large stone tank which lies
close to the pagoda, and covers several acres of ground,
and the size of the principal streets, which can still be
traced ; from these remains, I say, we may conclude,
that in former times Treevikera was a place of great
extent and importance. The inscriptions in Sanscrit
upon the walls, now scarcely legible, and the mould-
ered condition of many of the stones, indicate the
great antiquity of these buildings. The destructive
hand of Haiper Ari Ki'an, however, has accelerated
the ravages of time: for many parts of the ppgoda
were injured, and several of the statues mutilated, by
his army, as it retired from Porto Novo towards
Mysore, in the year 1781

To the eastward of the village, at a distance of a
quarter of a mile, rises a hill, or rather a hillock; one
of a chain consisting of ten or a dozen similar elevations,
none exceeding forty or fifty feet in perpendicular
height. These hills vary in size, and run in a line from
north to south ; the whole extending over about one
mile and a half of ground.
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Their surface in general exhibits a dark red appear-
ance on the heights, and a sandy colour in the low
grounds; an effect produced by the periodical rains,
which have formed, in many places, deep channels

- through the sides of the hills, driving the sand into the

hollows, and leaving exposed to the view, theirruddy
stratum, which every where has a very rugged appear-
ance. TWe sub-stratum, in most places, seems to be
a species of lime mixed with re(.lP earth, of so soft a
quality as to be easily broken by any iron instru-
ment.

On the declivity, and on the west side of this hill,
about two feet and a half below its summit, a petrified
tree appears, lying in a horizontal position on the sur-

. face of the ground, with about two thirds of its roof

entirely bare.

Of the body of this tree (which has been divided
into three pieces. by the stone-cutters) twenty feet

* still renain; the root being severn feet in diameter;

the wrunk, at the bottom, three feet; in the middle
part, two feet; and at top one and a quarter {oot in
diameter. :

Another tree lies at a small distance from the above,
and five feet below the summit of the hill; this is
almost buried in the stratum, the surface only being
visible. Some parts of this tree are as hard as flint,
and others so soft as to be reduced to dust by the
slightest pressure. Another tree, not far off, is forty
feet in length. All these petrifactions lie horizon-
tally, and none of their branches can be discovered,
even detached, or in the vicinity of the parent stem.
These must have withered away before the process of
petrification had taken place; for the knots at the
insertion of the branches with the trunk are very visi-
in most of the trees.

L 3]



4 ACCOUNT OF PETRIFACTIONS

The number of petrifactions, which are -to be seen,
in every direction, in this broken ground, (about fif-
teen or twenty,) is too great to admit a minute de-
scription of every subject. The fragments of one
particular tree, however, attracted sufficiently my

. notice, to induce me to give some account of it at
this place: I say of a tree, because, although the parts
that remain are very remote from one another, yet the

n-ives affirm that they did belong to. the same
individual. S

The middle part of the trunk seems to have been
detached from the extremities by a water-course or
deep rut, which forming under it, deprived its centre
of support: and as all these trees are generally broken
across, atintervals of three and four feet, (as would
be the case, were a long stone pillar to be let fall sud-
. denly on itsside,) it followed, that when these divi-
sions lost their support, they rolled off, or fell down ;
and if of a good texture and colour, they may have
been carried away by the'stone-cutters. One of these
tfragments lies a little on one side, and below the upper
part of the tree; but the top and the root, which
were most firmly fixed into the ground, kept fast in

their place. These pieces lie evidently in the same
or in parallel lines. :

Measuring from whence the top is inserted into the
stratum, down to the extremity of the root, it was
sixty feet in length; its diameter at the upper inser-
tion was two fect ; at the piece fallendown, three feet ;
at the bottom of the trunk, four and half feet; and at
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to let a considerable part of both its extremities be
seen on each side of the mound.

I shall observe of the last eminence to the southward,
(which is separated about a quarter of a mile from the
rest, ) that it exhibits the most remarkable assemblage
of petrifactions. T discovered, within the circum-
ference of about one hundred yards, no less than ten
trees of alarge size, lying in different directions, ex-
cepting’ three of them, which ‘were parallel to each
other, with a proportion of their roots out of the
ground; Some almost complete, although the bodies
were ﬂenerally enveloped with the stratum.

Although it was reported to me, that there were no
trées seen at a distance from the rising grounds above
described, ‘yet I noticed part of one, just appearing af
the surface of the earth, in the plain, about half way
between the hills and the village. Moreover a French
officer (who now resides at Pondtchcr'ry ) showed me a
piece of ‘petrified wood, which he had himself separa-
ted from a large block, which lies in- the bed of the

Arriacoopum: river, at a distance of about seven or

eight iiles from Treevikera. In the same manner we
may believe that a great'many more petrified trees
lie hid under O*round which have yet never been
é\posed to htrht in that state.

e have generally remarked of these petrifactions,
t’hat they are more perfect at the root, and in those
parts which are buried under ground, than where they
lie exposed to the air. The petrified root, in most
places, is as hard as flint: it'takes a much finer pohsh
than any. part of the stem, and assumes a more varie-

gated appearance in its veins and colours: like the:
flint, -it easily strikes ﬁre, and breaks short where it 1s

bl‘lSl\l) stncken. .
. B 3 .
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The jewellers prefer those fragments which, when
broken from the tree, appear in the interior of a
brown and purple colour, occasionally striped with
grey or white veins. The more prevalent the purple
or pink, the more the stone is valued, When polish-
ed, and well selected, it asspmes a great variety of
colours; resembling most frequently agatc, changing
from a dark brown grey to bright red with white
yeins. The red, when well chosen, might easily be
taken for carnelians: it is generally preferred for
necklaces when cut in flat circles, and set according
to the taste of the artist. The grey looks best in beads,
and is used in that shape for necklaces and bracelets,
arranged in the usual way.

On the westera or eppesite side of the v:llage, and
within a quarter of a mile from it, thereis another i
hill, much higher than those already described. It ig
entirely covered with large blye granite stones, and
tapers into a hare pointed rock. In this hill there is
Do sxgn whatever of petrifaction, and its aspect u*,
guite opposite to that of the other range,

To return tp these hxlls, I shall observe, that their
surfaces present, every where, with an elevation of
about four inches above the surface of the ground, 3
number of small protuberances, which answer much
to the  description ‘of the pudding stone, and which at
first s:ght might be taken fer the work of the potter.
Some ‘persons have formed strange conjectures on
these appearances ; spme {aking them for the cups or
sockets in whlch the fruit of the Palmyra tree 1s re-
tained, and which they suppose: has sustained some
degree of pemfagtwn ;” others fancying them to be the
decayed remnants 'of petnﬁed branches. But it
requires no grcat examination to perceive that these
tubes (if I may so call them) extend deep into the
earth, This may be seen where the side of the hill ig
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abruptly broken off, and where they are seen tospread
like the ramifications of a nest of white ants. The
Part which is seen above the surface, is in fact nothing
anore than the projection of these ducts. I believe
there is but little doubt that these subterraneous tubes
were originally the work of some swarms of insects,
or larger inhabitants of the soil; for though their cen-~
tre be filled with a'sort of stiff earth mixed with gravel
dust, yet it can!'easily -be removed; and the sides
( though rather hard) are mothing ¢lse buta stratum
+about three tenths of an inch thick, strongly incrus-

tated both in, and out side, with a small silicious stone,

but easily separated.

A substance perhaps more curious, and whichis to
be found in great quantitiesupon those hills, isasmall
round body, gengrally one and half inch in diameter,
the exterior coat of which resembies much that of the
tubes above described, and which, from its round shape,
might be taken at first sight for a pebble smeared with
earth and gravel.

When these balls are broken through the middle,
- they exhibit a number of concentric circles of various
colours and densities, the latter of which decreases as
it approaches the centre, where it generally isin a
state of loose dust. One ef the most variegated which
1 opened, had the following successions of colours, be-
ginning from the ‘outer shell and proceeding towards
the centre.

The exterior coat was a sort of yellow ochre, about
one tenth of an inch thick, soiled at the surface by
the dust and gravel which it had collected, but very
clear where it had been protected. This wassucceeded
by an ore of a dark iron colour, very shining, about
two tenths of an inch in thickness: next followed a
smaller ring of dark red, tending to purple, about
one tenth of an inch deep ; and this was succeeded by

B 4
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a thin bright lilac circle, lined. with a narrow rim of
white, apparently a sort of lime, which was the last
solid stratum of this curious concretion. The rest .was
filled with loose earth and :gravel dust, which crum-
bled off the moment it was broken : many. of the par-
ticles of gravel, however, adhered to the interior coat
of the shell. The diameter of this subject was, at the
exterior, about two’inches, and at'the ‘interior, one
and a quarter inch. When broken, the parts resembled
the splinters of a hand grenade. " - g

Near the bottom of the northernmost hill there is a
small cave; one of those excavations which are to be
seen in every part of the country, and once the resi-
dence of a Faqueer, who dug it: for the purpose. This
would hardly deserve to .be noticed, but for the sur-
prising manner in which. the superincumbent stratum
supports itself from the mere coliesién of its parts.

This cave 1is divided mto two parts, the entrance
being an open space, somewhat in imitation of a
choultry, but of a very irregular shape. It is about
eighteen feet wide, six feet high, and twelve feet deep
in the middle : the sides are of unequal depth, owing to
the irregularity of the rock at the entrance. The roof
is cut quite horizontally, and was formerly supported
by two pillars about two feet thick, cut out of thesame
solid stratum as the rest. One of these is now fallen
to the ground.

The second and innermost part is a recess of a near-
ly circular form, the communication of which opens
in the centre of the first one. It is about nine feet
deep, by seven feet wide, and six feet high. On each
side of its entrance, and on the outside, there are two
sorts of niches, about two feet deep, which can hard-
ly ever have been of any use.
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® “The distance from the point of the roof, which
stands over the entrance, to the bottom of the prin-
cipal recess, is twenty-four feet; and the whole roof
( which is of a considerable thickness, and projects
Thorizontally eight or nine feet beyond the remaining
ypillar) hangs over the head, supported merely by the
adhesive qualities of the component parts of the
stratum.

I have now only a few words to add on the probable
species of the trees which lie petrified near Trecvikera,
about which we can form only vague conjectures,

To judge by the present growth of trees in the vici-
nity, which are principally of the tamarind kind ; by
the respective height of these trees, and of the petri-
fied shafts which lie upon the ground ; by the darkred
and brown colours which are fo be seen in the centre |
of the petrifactions, and by the deep brown colour of
the heart of the tamarind tree; and particularly if we
consider that in no one subject which I have examined,
I could distinguish the adhesive roots, and sinuosities ,‘,
which characterize the trunk of the banian tree, (the "

/

only species of size besides the tamarind which is to be
seen in the district ;) from these considerations, I say,
we may conclude, that the whole of that transformed
-grove was once of the “ majestic and wide-spreading
tamarind.”

Of the antiquity of these petrifactions we are still
more ignorant. The archives of the Trecvikera pago-
da are silent in regard to them. The oldest bramins
on the spot, who are the only intelligent people in the
village, declare that they remembersome of the largest

. rees since fiftv years; and that their fathers and
! € ‘A they had likewise seen them;
Zeen transmitted down of their
light been afforded, that could
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lead to any conclusion, whereby the period of time Tn
which the petrified trees had been in thatstate, or in
their progress of transmutation from wood to stone,
could be ascertained. 1t is.remarkable, that the cir-
cumstance having been known to the bramins for such
a length of time, they should have omitted to ascribe it
to the influence of some supernatural agent, whose
presence would have enhanced the sanctity, and pro-
moted the emoluments, of their pagoda.

Treevikera, 20h of -
June, 1808, : '
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AN ESSAY .
ON THE

SACRED ISLES IN THE WEST,

-

WITH
Other Essays connected with that Work.

BY

’

MAJOR F. WILFORD.

ESSAY VI.
PARTL CHAPTER IL

Of *Swe'TaM, or the Waite IsLaxo ; called also *S ACAM.‘

L THE western T'ri-ci'ta, or the Three-peak-land,
is the most famous of the two among the Paurdn’ics,
and also the most interesting to us, as itincludes the
British empire in the west; at least in my humble
opinion, which, however, I submit with aN' due defe-
rence to the impartial judgment of the learned. The
numerous passages in the Purin’as, and other Sanscrit

books, and also from ancient and modern writers in’

the west, which I shall adduce in support of my
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opinion, I have faithfully extracted : neither have ¥
omitted any, wilfully, that should militate against it_
Should the learned, after having duly examined them,
and weighed the evidence resting upon them, think
proper to place this famous eountry, and the White
Istand, some where else in the west, Ishall acquiesce ;
but I cannot conceive it altogetlier an Utopian land.
It was certainly my opinion at first, that the White
Istand was Crete, and the White Sea the Mediterra-
nean: the former being called to this day, Ghirita-
Adassi, and the latter, Aququz, or the White-Sea,
by the Turks. Ghrila is also another name for the.
White Island, in Sanscrit, which implies shining white.
This first impression, as usually happens, was not ea-
sily done away. As the denommatlon of Tri-cia is
by no means applicable to’ Crete, I had af first some
1dea to remove it to Sicily, called in Greek, 1'rinacria,
or the island with three péaks; (for acron signifies a
peak, and, by implication only, a head-land or pro-
montory ;) thcse three -promontories making a trtan-
gle, “or T'ri-cén’a in ‘Sanserit, and Tri-cshetra, or a
figure with three places or corners. This last, in the
spoken dialects of India, ts pronounced Tri-khyétra
in the eastern, and T'ri-khétra in the western, parts
of it. It is the same with Z7riquetra in Latin: and
this etymology I'conceive to be better than the one
generally admitted, which derives it from Z'ri-qua-
d‘rate or squared iite three corners, as it is rendeved.

"Thus Tri-khétra is the origin of Trigquetra in .Lalm,

and ln-wna of 1Ir z,gonos in Greek
. For the lllustranon of this subJect, I have annexed
a map of the north-west quarter of the old continent;
from the Purdras; and the only additions I have
presuired to xml\e, dare," first, a rough delineation of
the westérn shores of Europe; and. secondly, the

polar cnrde

Meéru 1s on:ited tchu«vh w'mt of room but thlSls
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immaterigl ; and it is supposed to be in forty degrees
of latitude north. The Hindu astrononters, and. such
of the Paurdrics as have adopted in part their ideas,
veckon every place in Jambu, or the old continént,
to be to the south of Meru, which they consider then
as the north pole.  But they are constantly contradicts
ing one another, and even themselves. Thus Rimaca,
or Rome, ought ta be to the south of Méru ; and'in
the Surya—Sul Chanta, it is declared to be so: yetii
general they reckon it to the westward of -it, which is
true. In the Vardha-purdn'a, the country of Ramad-
naca, or Ramyaca, is declared to be in the north-west
quarter of the old continent; yet in the. same passage
it is said to be to the south of the Nz/g, or blue moun-
tains, and north of the ‘Sweta range ;- which is impos-
sible, if Ramy Juca be situated in the north-west part
of the old contlnenf. Thus the extensive country of
Curu, or Siberia, beyond Meru with regard to India, -
is declared to. be to the south of the .Nbrthmz'Ocean s
which is really. the case, but is inadmissible in their
own system. In.the same manner, and upon the same
principles, Scotland ought to be to the west of Eng-
land ; and it is really declared in the Purdn/as to be
so. sitnated in respect of England and of Ireland, as
ive shall see hereafter. Thus, according to this delinea-
txon, the British Isles are to the west of Rome, Ireland
is to the south of England, and Scotland to the west=
ward of both. I could point out a great many more
instances of this kind, but these will sufﬁce c
- ‘The shape and general outlines of the "western
shores, in the accompanying map, bear no small affin-
, ity with those of Europe, which they were intended
to represent. There we may trace the Bay of Biscay;
the German Sea, and the entrance into the Buallic.
But, above all, the greatest resemblance is in the ar-
rangement of the Bruish Islcs, Iccland, and the adja-
cent shores of Amerwa.v and this surely cannot be

.l" ~
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merely accidental. The. islands of Sfhwla, or Thule,
now Ferro, Chan'dicd, the Shetland Isles, Indradwipa,
or the Orkneys, are placed beyond the British Isles ;
and I have arranged them in the manner they are in
the map, on the supposition that they really answer
to the above islands.

The same configuration is assigned to the shores of
the old continent in the north-east, south-east and
south-west quarters: but in these instances there is no
resemblance whatever. Besides, the Paurdn'ics are
totally unacquainted with the north-east and south-
west quarters ; and with regard to the south-east, they
know much less than we could reasonably expect. In
giving the same configuration to all, they have had
no other view, but to preserve the symmetry of the
corresponding parts.

Another striking peculiarity in the north-west quar-
ter is the threefold gap of Crauncha, whichI conceive
to be three belts leading into the Baitic. These were
made by Scanpa, called also Canpa in many of the
spoken dialects, and Canpaos by the Zhracians or
Goths. As he is a form of Hara, he is really Harasa,
and Hara-cura, or Hercures; and the Cromian straits
were known also in the west, under the appellation of
straits of Hercules, according to Tacrrus; and thedeno-
minations of Scandia, and Candavia, may be derived
from him.

The chasm in the mountains surrounding the world,
with the abode of the greatspirit beyond them, among
waters, is also a singular feature in this delineation of
the countries towards the north-west quarter of the old
continent, and which will be fully illustrated hereafter.

I mentioned before, that the Paurdn’ics are ac-
quainted with only two quarters of the old continent,
the north-west and south-east; which, with the inter-

——
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mediate parts, form, as it were, a belt across the old
continent in an oblique direction. This belt gives the
range, compass and extent of the Sanserit language,

and of the religious system of the Hindus, under va- '

rious modifications.

The first passage to be ecxamined is from the Vard-
hapurdna. * South (it should be north) of Nila, and
<< north (‘south) of ‘Swéta, or the white mountain, is
« Viyavyam-Ramyacam, or the country of Ramyaca
¢ in the north-west.” ("Vayavyam is derived from
Vayu, or Aovrus, the guardian of the north-west ; and
of course is used . here to designate that quarter.)

« To the south (uortk) of the range of the ‘Swéta, or -

¢ white mountains, andnorth (‘south) of the range called
«ASringavdn, is the country of Hiran'maya. There is
« Tri-sringa (oe Tri-cia) in the ocean in the west.
«¢ There is the Csliira tree, and island 4900 ydjanas in
«¢ circumference. There is the Chandra-varttd, a great
¢ river: its banks are covered with trees, and it re-
¢ ceives many other streams. This is Curuvarsha, or
¢ country of Curu; (or this is part of, or belongs to,
¢ Curu.) To the north is Surye-dwipa, or the island
« of the sun, in which gods abide : it is in the middle
¢ of a sea full of waves, like so many garlands. Itis
« 1000 ygjanas in circunsferepce: in the middle is a
“ mountain 100 ydjanas high, and as many broad.
¢ From it flows the river Surya-varttd. There is the
“ sthdn, or place of the sun: there they worship the
“sun. To the west of it (‘morth,) at the distance of
« 4000 ygjanas, is Rudracara; (read Bhadra-cira-
“ dwipa:) there is Bhadrisana-Vayu-Vigrahavin, or
« the seat of Va'vu, with the epithet of Vigrahavdn, or
“ in a human shape.” This last part shews positively
that Tyi-citddri, of which ‘Swéta is part, lies in the
quarter of Viyu, or the north-west quarter of the old
continent,. :

" In the Viyu-purin‘a, the author, having described

o -y
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the country of Cétu-Mila, which includes Europe, the
northern. parts of Africa, the lesser Asia, Iran, &c.
informs us, * that south of therange of Nila, and north
¢ of that of ‘Swéla, is the country of Raméanacam, or
“ Ii’amyacam, inhabited by white men, who live 1500
“ years; do not grow old, have many servants: and
“ there.is a famous Nyagrid'ha tree.* North of the
« range of ‘Swéta, and south of that of ‘.S‘ri’nga, is the
« country called Hiran'yavatam. There is the river
¢ Haimavati, or full of snow. . People live there 1100
“ years. There are the peak Jands of Hiran'ya-maya,
« Man'imaya, Ratnamaya. Sourn of the shores of the
“ northern Ocean are the two Curus, (or north and south
“ Curu:) it isa holy country, inhabited by Sidd’has,
“ or saints; men falling (or returning) from heaven,
““ are born again there, and live 1300 and 1500 years.”
Itis declared in the Purin'as, that South Curu is next
to Méru; now if Me'ru was the north pole, this would
be impossible.

« Ja'tud’hi, and ‘Saila-r4ja, abounding with caves, are
“ two large mountains. There are also the two famous
¢ mountains called Surya-cinta and Chandra-cinta.
« Between them f{lows the river Bhadrasoma, &c.”’

These two mountains are both at the extremities of
Curu ; Surya-céinte in the east, and Chandra-cénta in
the west. Surya-cénta is called also Udaya-giri, or the
mountain of Udaya; because the sun is supposed to
rise behind it; and Chandra-cénta, in the west, is thus
called, because the moon, in her monthly course, ap-
pears first above it. It is called also Astagiri, because
the sun dlsappears behind.it. Another name for it is
Maha-Rajata-Astogiri, because it is situated in the fa-
mous island of Rgjata (silver) or ‘Swe'ta. Chandra-
cénta is of course the same with Chandra-dwipa, or the
island of the moon. :

T,

* TFicus Indica, ’ e
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1n the‘Sdntiparva, ene of the greater divisions of the

Muahd-Bhardtd,section of the Mocsha-d'harma, Na’rapa

isdntroduced saying to NA’RA'YAN'A, “Thou who wert
¢ incarnate through thy own power, now perform that
.¢¢.for whichi thou wert born. I am going to see thy
<« *_dd’hyamn, or first: and original form, (wihich resides in
< ‘SweTA-pWiRA; in the commentary,) to perform the
¢ pigjd in honor of him who is Guhya, or concealed.
«« NABa'YaWA said, Go. Na'rapa made hisobeisance,
«.and.flew through heaven to Méry. . There he re-

¢ maiived about two hours, when be looked towards the

- morih-west, and descriegd at a great distance an object
. of ah,asionishing size: . He saw, in the north of the.
«c-Gshirodad'hi, ot White Sea, the island ‘Swe'ra, thus
¢ citlled; which; as everybody knows, is very great.”

T T "I T P O S .

-In the:Vdyu-purdn’a is ,to ‘be found .the following
passage:.‘f. Know ye, that to, the south of  Urtara-Curu,
¢ or . North-Curu, in the ocean with. waves like so many

v garlands,. at .the distance of 5000 .ydjanas, js the
¢ ‘Swrdleyam, or. abpde of the.gods, famous for the
« various sorts .of deities living in . it,. and Chandra-
s dwipa thus called. There is the Man'dglam, or sacred
« road of Lunus. To the west of this western island,
‘S in the.Mahddad'hi, er greatsea, is an island called
¢ Bhadracara, where is the Bhadrdsana, or throne of
¢ VigraAVA'N-VA'YU, who resides there in a human
“ shape, and-ip worshippedasa gad.” .

K T P S VPR TY (R it

- Va'yu,. ar Yas, is Aopvs, and the goardian of the
north-west gnarter;of the world. By, the country to the
south of, Uitara-Gurw, ox Nasth-Curu,.we must under-
stand hexe §auth-Cury, . aud.which is bounded on the
north, ,as 1 have shewn before, by the arctic circle;
I.mean the sansjble,one, where there are days of 24
hours,- and whieh -passes thropgh the meridjanal parts
of Iceland,: av Pushcarg ; .which island jis declared to be.

in Uttapn-Curu, or.in the same climate. This distance -

Vou, XI. . C
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from Uttara-Ciru; or from' the arctic cifcle, to
Chandra-dwipa, or*Swétam, is equal to nine degrees
of latitude; for 00O is the twentieth part of. 100,000
Jdjanas, the” length and breadth of the superior
hemisphere, answering to 180 degrees. 'These nine
degrees will bring the White Island between. tlw paral-
lelq of 50 aﬂd b5 degrees of north lautude

Thougﬁ I haVe said, that the chstance of ‘Swetam, or
rather of ity centre, fro'm the continent, is ‘no-where:
mentidned, yet'it is supposed 16 be 4 or-5000 ygfanas ;*
and I believe it is, because islénds are generally placed' -
at that distancée from-the main land, and straits also are’
generally described as 4 “or 5000 ygjanas broad. Se-
veral learn¢d Pandits are of opinion,. that in the fivst:
passage, which I have produced from the Vardha-

. purdn’a, instead of the circamference of the . White
Island, - which is described as a very large one; and .is
declared here to-be only -4000: ydjanas, or stades, we
should read “ to ‘the west -of the-continent is an Fstand
4000 ydjanas distant;” and I believe they are .inthe
right. The whole passage is certamly obscare, .owing
to some inaccuracy and ‘mistake in the manuscripts

. with respett (0 the particulars; though there be none
about the situatioi of the While Island with regard to
the adjacent ranges. - -

In the passage from the Vdraha-pwma, whlch I
mentioned before, the name of ‘Swéta is not very
obvious: but its identity is ascertained from the famous
Cshéra tree growing there; and the river Chandra-
vartté: and the passage seems to imply that the island
was alse called ‘Cshéra, 4s'it is constantly denominated

“in the Trai-licyar-derpa’na. *< There is the Three-peak-
“ land in the otean; the Cshéra tree and island to the
« west of the continent, 4000 Yydjanasin circumference:
¢ there is the river Chandrd-varttd.” To the north of
the island of Cslisra is the Sutga-dwipa,: or the Island




SACRED ISLES IN THR WEST. 19

ofAthe Suri, called also Hiran'ya and Swvarn/a, or Ireland,
and placed to the north of Britain by Straro and Mrra.
- Bhadracdra-dwipa is plaeed to the west of Surya-dwipa
erroneously. Scotland is not noticed by Straro;
otherwise he would, in all probability, have placed it
also to the west of Ireland. The compiler has' placed,
however, the three-islands in a triangle, whrch’i#as hig
chief lf riot sole object.

In the Véyu-purdn'a there is'some inaccuracy with
regaid to the names of these three peak-lands, which
are said to be Hiran'ya, Man’i, and Ratna; whilst
JMarti and Ratna are considered as the same, and are
really so.

‘Sise‘tame is-called also the island of Chandra, because
Crawnpia or Lunus.resides there; and as he rises or

ppéars first above it, “Sétwam is called Chandra-cdnta,
and Chividrodaya for Chandra-Udaya, the’ udaya_or
place of therising of themoon. The place of the rising
of the'sunis simply and emphatically called Udaya,
whieh is also 2 general name in Sanscrit for the coun-
‘tries toward the rising of the sun; and we have Udaya
‘and Mahd-daya : but as these denominations seldom oc-
“cur, and then without any particulars, [ wasat a loss what
to do with them; till I found, in Col. Symes’s relation

-of "his" etabassy to 44, that Odeea, ‘or Udaya, is the

mme of Chia; as well as of Siam, among the natives
Jof A'vd, who call the emperor of China, Odeea-boa ; in
*Sanscritit would be Udaya-pa.® Thus it appéars; that
China, and Mahé-China, are the sanie with Udayh
and Mahddaya for Mahd-Udaya. In the Matsya-
purdn‘a, section of Bhi-c'handa, or of the earth, the
White Island or Rajata, (sllver,) is the same, as a(-

— -
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knowledged by cvery body, with Rajato-mahdn- Astigtrd,
in which passage the White Island is declared to be the
great or famous mountain Asta-gzrz, behind which
the sun dlsappeaxs o S

The IV hite Island, ‘Swa: TA-dwpa; or ‘Swe TAM, slmply
in a derivative form of the ‘neuter.gender, iscalled also
“Sucla, which is synonymous with ‘Swéta. .Cshira-
dwipa, or Khii a—tlwzpa, in the spoken dialects, signifies
the Ak Island, from its whiteness.. AlL names signi-
fying White are appl;cable, and. ocgasionally.applied,
to the White. Island. “Swéta-aila,~ar the F¥ hjte Cliffs,
is often used, and is hterally the Leucas—petra of Homm,
and Al-Fionu in Galic. -

It is called the Silver Island, because it is supposed
to abound with. that metal, and more probably from a
supposed af’f'rmty between the moon.and silver. ; Gold,
says Procvus, is a solar, and silver @ lunar, form. - Ripa
and Rajata are Sanscrit names of that, metal ; hence the
TV hite Island iscalled Rq]ata-dwzpa; or the Sifver Jsland ;
Rgjata-cil'ta; the Silver-peak-land. * Raupya is usef. in
the. Bhdgavataina derivative form; and Rqupya-phimi,
or Silver Land.. Ar(yala, or Auat(c, in.Sanscrit, lmplles
full of snlver, pboundmg with silver.  Thig waqnd is pro-
nounced, in the west of Imha,, .Aryata; apd .in: this
manner the word ar gentupm is propounced aryentum in
Germany.; arjata,. m‘gozd,,and arget, in Irish. Aryata
becomes arjaleya ‘and aryateya in a regylar derivative
form; which last is probably the famons Erithyd
‘and Er itheia ‘of the \Lreeks, who placed :it near the
‘columns of IIER,CULES, Whlch was the ne plus ullm of their
' eouraphlcal knowledge. Besides, Aryateya was not
. far ﬁ'om the nortbern columns, and straits of HercuLgs,
or the entrance,into the Baltick, which wgre always
confounded by-the careless Greeks with the straits of
Gibraitar. .

The White Island is calted Chéndra-dwipa, or the
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§sland of Lunus, or the moon, because he was born
there; and it is also the place of his residence: Chan-
dréam-Suca; as it is called, I believe, in the Bhagavata,
signifiés also resplendent like the moon. ‘Safi-c’har'da,
the Canton or country of “Sasi, another name for Lunus,
is mentioned in the Vrihat-calhi. The W hite Island
is called also Ratrna-maya and Ratna-dwipa, the island
of jewels; because, at the churning of the ocean,
fourteen invaluable ratna, or jewels, were produced by
the churning, and deposited there till disposed of.
Gomeéda and Man'i, which signify jewels also, are de-
nominations of the White Island. All these names are
often met with in composition, with ‘Suila, Ccliff,
‘or cliff; for, in composition, a noun in the singular
has often the force of the plural number. Thus, ‘Swéta-
*Saila signifies the W hite Cliffs: Chandra-"Saila, Séma-
*Saila, w.ec cliffs of the moon: Ratna-Saila, the cliffs
abounding with jewels &c.

Mucri-pwr'pa is also another name for the White
Island, used in the Vrihat-cat’hd, and signifies the
blessed island; and answers to the Beatorum Insule of
the western mythologists. In the same manner, S7i-
dwipa, and §'ri=Saila, the fortunate island, mountain, or
cliffs, answer to the fortunate islands. In the fifth section

of the De'vi-purin’a, the abode of Detvyt’ in the /Vhitc-

Sea is called Sri-puré, or the blessed city or abode:

it is the same with the /¥ hite Island.

The White Island was not unkhown to the western
mythologists, but this name had become obsolete for so
long a period of time, that they had entirely forgotten

that it belonged to Britain. But, before we proceed .

further, it will be necessary to return to T'ri-cif'ta, or
the three-pcak-land; and having already mentioned the
different names of the White Island, let us pass to those

of the two others. Su-varr/a dwipa, or the island of

Su-varn’a, or gold, might be called also, in a derivative
c3
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form, Su-varn'c’ya simply, as Anglia for Engle-lond.
It is called also Hiran’ya, a denomination of the same
import, as well ‘as Canchana bhim:, or land of gold.
Hiran'ya and Su-varn'eya are obviously the same with
Erin, and Juvernia, or Ireland, Another name for it
is Surya-dwipa, or the Island of the Sun; and it is
probably the old garden of Prarus of the western'
mythologists. -

The third peak-land, or Scotland, is called Aya-ci'ta,
or the Iron peak or island. It is called Ayasa in the
. Bhigavata, a word of the same import. In a derivative
form we might grammatically say Ayeya, though this
term be never used: but that is no reason for supposing
that the term never was in use: for it is the Island of
Atiaia, or Aza, of the western mythologists. It might
be called also Loha-dwipa: but this denomination is
never found in the Purdn’as; though there is every
reason to believe that it was used also formerly: and
I believe that it was really the original name, as we
shall see when we come to treat of that country. We
have seen before that England is called Chandra-cénta ;

Ireland, Surya-canta, Scotland is likewise denominated
Zyascinta. '

Nothing but faint vestiges of T7i-ci‘ta, or the
Three-peak-land, are to be found in the ancient history
and mythology of the west. These are considered as
three distinct islands by the Paurén’ics : and it was even
so in the opinion of the Nubian geographer, in the
twelfth century. The word dwipa signifies only a
country between two waters, as Do-ab in Persian; and,
Tike the Arubic Jezirah, is applied to any country
bordering on the sea. These three peak-lands are
supposed to be solid masses of gold, silver, and iron.

This notion, or-at least the opinion, that these
-metals abounded there, prevailed once in the west: for
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Cicero’s brother wrote to him from Britein, that he
had been much disappointed; and that he had not
found there a single particle of these precious metals.

Yet Straro says, that gold, silver and iron were found"

in Britain, and were even an article of trade. There
are, indeed, gold mines in Ir2land; and, like those
of “Spain, they might have been more productive
formerly ; and the astonishing quantities of gold trink-
ets found daily in the bogs, seem to countenance this
idea. Besides, DonNatus, bishop of Fiezoli, and who
lived about 1100 years ago, says that Ireland abounded
with gold and silver, and that there were mines of these
precious metals. This, whether true or not, shows at
least, that it was the general opinion in the west at a
very early period. Scotland might, with equal propri-
ety be called the Iron-peak-land. With respect to En-
gland, it is not so obvious, whether formerly it abound-
ed with silver, or had mines of that precious metal.

The word Tri-cita is perfectly synonymous with
Trinacria in Greck: for acron does not signify posi-
tively a cape, but, like ci'ta, it implies a peak, and a
peak-land. This was perhaps the occasion of the vari-
ous mistakes of Homer, with regard to the voyages of
“‘Uvysszs, by his confounding Trinacria in, the ocean
with the other in the Mediterranean : for the venerable
bard’s geographical knowledge of the western countries
extended very little beyond Jthace. But this is no
disparagement to the illustrious poet, who was not
bound to know more on this subject than his contem-
poraries. HeracLipes of Pontus, who lived at the
time of the taking of Rome by the Gauls, speaking of
that event; says, “ that it was reported at that time,
that the Gauls had taken Rome,” a city on the shores
of the Western Ocean. The Paurdn’ics, when speak-
ing of Romaca, or Rome, place it equally on the
shores of the Western or Atlantic Ocean.

We read in Prutarce, that a certain Tuesresius
cd

\
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v of Soli, was transported in ‘the spirit to the fslands
" of the departed, where he saw thrée Genii sitting
in a triangle. He saw there. also-three lakes' of
‘melted gold, lead, and iron. The first looked like

gold. The second, of lead, theugh in fusion, was ex:

ceedingly’ cold, ‘and looked white. - This was meant
perhaps for white lead or tin, The third lake, of
iron, was black, and its surface very rugged, as if
full of scorie.

The three Geni: were Visanu, Bramma’, ‘Siva, or
rather their ‘Sactis, or female energies, which are the

three Parce of the western mythologists. This re-.

lation of Tresepesius alludes visibly to the ternary
number of these islands; and the three lakes have
an obvious reference to the three peaks. But this
interesting vision I shall resume when I come to
treat of the elysium of the western mythologists. -~

The ancients had certainly some knowledge of
three peaks of solid gold, silver, .and iron, which
they placed, as usual, near the pillars of Hercures,
the limit of their geographical knowledge in the
west ; and every place said to be far toward the west,
was immediately concluded to be near these pillars.

Another cause of their misplacing thus these ‘three -

peaks, was, that the Greeks confounded the pillars
and straits of Hercures, at the mouth of the Baltick,
with those of the same name near Gades. Now
Tri-ci'ta is opposite to the entrance of the Bakick,
and near enough to be said, by such a distant and
careless people as the Greecks were, to be ‘in the
vicinity of these pillars: and straits. When - the
 Romans sailed under Drusus into the German seas,
they were struck with astonishment, when they heard
of these columns of Hercures so far north; and
- though they did not see them, such was the infor-
" mation which they received, that they did not en-
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Certain the smallest doubt of their existence. -The

golden mountain is mentioned by Justyn,.®  There
1s, says he, a mountain of gold in that country,
which is considered. sacred, and nobody dares_dig

* there for that precious metal: but when it thunders,

the lightning very dften falls upon it, and separates
lumps from the body of the mountain: these lumps
it is lawful. to take, and.carry away. The Silver
Peak is mentioned by the poet Stesicaorus, and
after him by StraBo and Avienus. Lastly, the third
or Iron Peak is mentioned by PriNy as the north-
ernmost -of the three. @ This mountain of iron, says
he, is onthe shores of ‘the ocean, abrupt allround ;

and however imcredible it may appear, is a sohd
mass of iron, The Spaniards called gold dust Ba-
lucis, Balucay &c. The Sanscrit name for dust is
Baluca in gcnéral and Cenchana-bélucam signifies
gold dust. Priny says, that the Spaniards called
this gold dust Ballucis; in an old . glossary it is
called Balluca, ‘and Valuca: and in Sanscrit it is
pronounced indifferently Béluca and Viluca. Timaxr-
CHUS of Charonea, who saw also these islands in a
vision, according to PLuTaRch, says, that they were very
large, and were situated- in the eighth sea, or divi-

sion of the world. Tri-ci'ta is always placed in the

last sea but one: it is in thée sixth sea according
to the Hindus, who affect the number seven: it is
in the seventh according te the Bamd-lmts, who
affect the number eight: and in the west it was in
the eighth, because they had a predilection for the
number nine. The Styx winded nine times round
the world ; and, according to the Edda, therc werg
nine worlds. It will appear in the. sequel of this
work, that the Styx is the same’ with the seven Seas,
which are sometimes represented as forming a spiral

(?) Lib, 44.0¢, 3.0
() PLiny, Jib, 840 ¢, 15,
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line: and in some Purin'scs, and also ameng  the .

Baudd’histss they are considered simply as a river;

‘and by some called the Csh7'rd, or river of milk; pro-

bably because its source is in the island of Cshm,
or ‘Swétam.

«The famous Atlantis no longer exists,” ‘says
ProcLus* in his commentary on the Timaus of PraTo;
“but we can hardly doubt but that it did once.
« For MarceLLts, who wrote a history of Ethiopian
« affairs, says, that such and so great an Island once
« existed, is evinced by those who composed histo-
« ries of things relative to the “external sea. For
 they relate that in their time, there were seven
¢ islands  in the Atlantic Sea sacred to PROSERPINE:
“and besides these, three others of an immense
« magnitude ; one of which was sacred to PLuTo, ano-
¢« ther to AMMoN (JuriTer), and_ the third, which
«“ is in the middle of these, and is of a thonsand
¢« stadia, to Neprune. And besides this, that the in-
“ habitants of this last island preserved the memory
“ of the prodigious magnitude of the Atlantic Island,
¢ as related by their ancestors, 'and of its governmg
s for many periods all the Islands in the Atlantic Sea.
“ From this isle one may pass to other large islands
“ beyond, and which are not far from the Fzm—laud
¢¢ near which is the true sea.’

Whether the Atlantis ever existed or not, is immate-
yial; but this description of seven islands, of a great
magnitude, in the external or in the Atlantic Sea,
and from which one may pass to the other islands
beyond, and which are not far from that Firm-land
which incloses all the world, is applicable to the
Brmsk Isles only, beyond which are several other
1slands, such as the Orkneys, Shetland, Fero, and
Jceland, which last is near that famous Firm-land

* Quoted in CLARKE's Maritime Discoveries.
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of which the ancients had some' notion, and with the
Hindus, conceived it to be the boundary of the
Universe. The sea towards it, or the Atlantic, is the
_only true sea; for the ‘other seas are really but gulfs
* and bays. Tuzseesivs, whom I mentioned before, says,
that there was but one island belonging to Proser-
PINE; MARceLLUS says that they all belonged to her.
She is the Lacsam't of the Purdn‘as, and the daughter
-of the ocean. Besides these sever dwipas, there were

_three of a vastsize, which belonged to the three su- -

perior deities. These three islands constitute the
seventh division of the world, according to the
followers of Bupp’ui; and the sixth only according
to the Paurin’ics, who divide the world into seven,
as the former do into eight dwipas. The three su-
perior deities, according .te the Hindus, are Branua',
Visenu, and “Siva, who preside over these three
islands. To Brauma' belongs Swvarn’eya; and it is
also the abode of Yama, or PLuto. Visanu presides
over the White Island; he who is Na'ra'ya'Na, or
abiding in the waters, and consequently often mis-
taken for Neerune. The third island, says Marcer-

Lus, belongs to Juriter AmMmon, who is the same
" with *Siva in the character of Barcara, or with the
head of a he goat. The word Barcara was formerly.
used in the west for a ram and a sheep; for in the
Latin of the middle ages . Barcaria, or Bercaria,
signified a sheeg—fold, Bercarius a shepherd: hence
the French word Berger.

These seven dwipas, inaccurately rendered islands,
constituted the body of the famous Atlantis, accord-
ing to MarceLLus: but the general opinion was,
that it consisted of ten parts, Neprune having di-
vided the whole country between his ten sons. The
whole is perfectly consonant with the account of
the Paurdn’ics. PriyAvrata, the eldest son of
Swa’vyaMBRUVA, or ApaM, had tenwsons, and intend-
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ed to have divided the whole earth :among them;
‘but three of themhaving renounced the world, he
divided it ‘between the seven others; and such is the
-crigin of the - seven dwipas,” or grand divisions of
the earth. This evidéntly shows, that the Atlantis
is the old continent; and the tenth and last divi-
sion @f it. called Gades, after one of the sons of
Neprune, is declared to have been at the furthest
extremity; which is true only if we admit that the
Atlantis was the old continent. The Atlantis was
destroyed by a most violent storm: this is well known
to the Pauran’ics, some .of whom assert, that ‘in
consequence of this dreadful convulsion of nature. six.
ofthe dw/pasdisappeared, and Jameu only escaped from
the fury of an overwhelming oceah: but the general
opinion, is, that though all the dwipas suffered
much, they were by no means destroyed. The
seven 'islands belonged to PRroserrine, or Lacsam'i,
called also Prithw?, or the goddess TeLLUs, or the
earth, ‘according to the Hindus.

- MagceLrus informs us, that all that was known
in the west concerning the Atlantis, its kings, their
power and conquests, ‘was from legendary histories, ‘
preserved by the inhabitants, as related.by their
ancestors. - This MarcerLus was a Roman, but he
is otherwise unknown to me: there was,. in the
time of Commopus, a Roman legate or 'governor of
that name 'in Britain, whose abstinence, cleanliness,
watchfulness, and inquisitive turn, were astonishing:
~but whether he wrote historical treatises, is not
known ; at least Dio and Suipas take no notice of it.
"

II. Besipes the three principal islands, there are
four inferior ones, according to the Hindus, and five,
according to the followers of Bupp’sa. Hence, in the
peninsula, the islands of Lancé are called Yail- Lancd,
or the seven islands of Lancd, according to the infor-
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mation of Mr. Duncan; and these are the seven islands
of Jambulus. In the north-west there are either eight
ar sixteen, according to the, Baudd’hists. The Pau-
ranfics are silent on that.subject : but the mythologists
in the west reckoned seven islands under the dominion
of Zorus; ang; I shall show, in the course’ of  this
work, that the : British Isles are the original:andireal
olian Isles.of the ancients, -.It'is a curious: instahc